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SUBJECT: NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ARAB AMERICANS 

1. DELEGATION FROM NATIONAL ASSN. ARAB AMERICANS, NOW IN 
ANNUAL CONVENTION HERE, CALLED ON DEPASST SECRETARY SOBER 
MAY 17 TO PRESS THEIR VIEW THAT USG SHOULD "MAKE CLEAR TO 
WORLD" DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ACTS OF TERROR BY INDIVIDUALS, 
SUCH AS AT MAALOT, WHICH DELEGATION DEPLORED, AND SIMILAR 
ACTS BY MEMBER OF COMMUNITY OF NATIONS, SUCH AS ISRAELI 
RAIDS ON PALESTINIAN REFUGEE CAMP. DELEGATION STRESSED 
THEIR ASSOCIATION'S SUPPORT FOR PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY'S 
EFFORTS TOWARD PEACE. THEY EMPHASIZED THAT THEY SUPPORT 
EXISTENCE OF STATE OF ISRAEL AND REJECT VIOLENCE AS MEANS 
TO POLITICAL ENDS. THEY URGED THAT USG EXERCISE ITS 
INFLUENCE TO CONSTRAIN ISRAEL FROM AGAIN "MISUSING" U.S.- 
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SUPPLIED WEAPONS IN ATTACKS ON INNOCENT CIVILIANS. 
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2. SOBER POINTED OUT THAT WE DEPLORE LOSS OF INNOCENT 
LIFE WHEREVER IT OCCURS AND PROVIDED DELEGATION WITH 
COPIES OF PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT OF LEBANON, 
SECRETARY'S AND AMBASSADOR SCALI'S STATEMENTS FOLLOWING 
ISRAELI AIR ATTACKS. SOBER NOTED THAT OBVIOUSLY WE DO 
NOT HAVE ABSOLUTE CONTROL OVER GOI'S ACTIONS BUT THAT GOI 
WELL AWARE WE DO NOT BELIEVE EYE-FOR-AN-EYE IS A POLICY 
WHICH WILL ADVANCE CAUSE OF PEACE. ASKED WHAT USG, 
PARTICULARLY DEPT., IS DOING TO BREAK CYCLE OF VIOLENCE, 

SOBER SAID IT SHOULD BE CLEAR THAT USG, AND DEPT., 

ATTACKING THE PROBLEM AT ITS ROOTS BY THE ROLE, WHICH IS 
HIGHLY VULNERABLE ONE, WE HAVE BEEN PLAYING AND WILL 
CONTINUE TO PLAY IN SEARCH FOR THE PEACE WHICH IS ONLY 
CURE FOR THE KIND OF VIOLENCE WE HAVE WITNESSED OVER PAST 
TWO DAYS. 

3. FYI. ASSOCIATION OF ARAB-AMERICANS IS RESPONSIBLE, 

THREE YEAR OLD UMBRELLA ORGANIZATION FOR ARAB-AMERICANS. 
DELEGATION'S CALL ON SOBER WAS AT THEIR URGENT REQUEST 
DUE TO IMPACT OF ISRAELI RAIDS ON ATTENDEES AT THEIR 
ANNUAL CONVENTION. DELEGATION IMPRESSED BY SOBER'S 
REQUEST FOR THEIR PERMISSION PASS ESSENCE OF THEIR 
PRESENTATION TO SECRETARY. 
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